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Live Auction  Descriptions
Barrel Full of Whiskey
Raise a glass to the ultimate home bar collection! This 
impressive barrel is overflowing with a fantastic selection 
of spirits, wines, and beverage favorites, offering something 
for every taste and occasion. Whether you’re entertaining 
friends, celebrating a special moment, or enjoying a 
well-deserved drink at home, this collection is sure to keep 
your bar stocked and your guests happy. 
*Bidder must be 21 years of age or older.

An Evening of Gnocchi, Wine & Fine Dining
Gather eight guests for a culinary experience at Davio’s! 
Learn the art of making gnocchi in an exclusive, hands-on 
cooking class with acclaimed chef Steve DiFillippo. After 
mastering this Italian favorite, sit down to a four-course 
Chef’s Tasting Menu, thoughtfully paired with Davio’s wines.
*Reservations must be made at least two weeks in advance and are subject to 
a mutually agreed-upon date. Valid Monday–Thursday evenings only. Not 
valid during May, December, or on holidays. Liquor, taxes, and gratuities are 
additional. Expires April 29, 2027. No cash value.

Live with Kelly & Mark: VIP Taping Experience
Experience the excitement of a live television taping with 
two VIP tickets to Live with Kelly & Mark. Then turn your 
TV adventure into a getaway with a $500 Marriott gift card, 
perfect for making your trip to New York memorable.  
*Guests under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Children under 10 
are not permitted. Talent, taping, and production schedules are subject to 
change. Attendance must be scheduled 4–5 weeks in advance of making 
travel arrangements. Requested dates are subject to availability. Tickets must 
be redeemed by June 9, 2027.

Paradise in St. Thomas: One-Week Beachfront Escape
An unforgettable one-week getaway to Secret Harbour 
Beach Resort in beautiful St. Thomas! Spend your days 
relaxing on the beach, soaking up the Caribbean sunshine, 
and taking in the stunning turquoise waters. To make your 
escape even easier, a $500 Delta gift card is included to help 
get you there. 
*Not valid for stays from December through April. Stay dates must be 
arranged in advance and mutually agreed upon. Accommodations include 
one bedroom with a king-size bed, one bathroom, a kitchen, living room, 
dining area, and a queen-size Murphy bed.

Inside Patriots Football: Game Day Experience
Win two tickets to see the New England Patriots take on the 
New York Jets on Sunday, Oct 18, 2026, at 1:00PM! Enjoy 
the game from excellent 100-level seats before taking your 
experience to the next level with an exclusive halftime 
meet-and-greet with Patriots broadcasters Bob Socci and 
Scott Zolak in the broadcast booth. 
*Winner must have a Ticketmaster account to receive the tickets. 
Instructions will be provided to the winner with details on where and when 
to meet in the concourse a few minutes before halftime. The winner will 
then be escorted to the broadcast booth for the meet-and-greet experience.

Dear Friends,
 
On behalf of the board and staff of the YMCA of Metro North, thank 
you for joining us tonight as we celebrate Growing the Future. This 
theme is about more than expanding our membership or 
facilities—it reflects our commitment to developing future leaders 
who will strengthen our communities. Every day, our dedicated 
volunteers, generous donors, and outstanding staff help bring that 
commitment to life.

Through our signature events and the support of our donors, 
Growing the Future becomes a reality. At the Y, everyone has the 
opportunity to plant seeds and thrive. Where else can you walk 
through the doors and receive a scholarship tailored to your needs? 
What other organization ensures that no one is turned away because 
they cannot afford to participate? In 2025 alone, that commitment 
provided $3.1 million in assistance—all thanks to you.

Tonight’s Community Compass Award recipient, Stephen 
Hendrickson, demonstrates what is possible when young people 
are given opportunities, positive role models, and the confidence to 
succeed. Steve has planted seeds throughout our YMCA community 
by supporting projects such as the pool at the Torigian Family YMCA, 
the Music and Performing Arts Center, the Welcome Center, 
and—fittingly—the Rooftop Garden in Lynn. As Steve has shown us, 
“If you give young people seeds to grow, nurture them with guidance 
and guardrails, they will blossom into confident teens and ultimately 
create communities rooted in positivity and pride.”

Thank you again for spending this evening with us. We hope you 
enjoy the program and invite you to visit the Y, meet the young 
people we serve, and perhaps even bring a watering can!

Bid often—and bid generously!

Sincerely,

Kathleen Walsh, President and CEO
YMCA of Metro North      
 

Jerome Salerno, Chairman of the Board
Senior Vice President, TruNorth Bank

WELCOME FROM THE YMCA OF METRO NORTH
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Program 
WELCOMEWELCOME

Kathleen Walsh, President & CEO

ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT
Music & Performing Arts Center

Benji, Eli, Aheer

COMMUNITY COMPASS AWARDCOMMUNITY COMPASS AWARD
Presented to Stephen Hendrickson

LIVE AUCTIONLIVE AUCTION
Dan Cahill, Emcee

GROWING THE FUTUREGROWING THE FUTURE
Xavier Vasquez

FUND THE FUTUREFUND THE FUTURE
Dave Gravel

WHERE IN THE WORLD RAFFLEWHERE IN THE WORLD RAFFLE

CLOSING REMARKSCLOSING REMARKS
Jerry Salerno

AMCON 
Bertolino Foods

E. Card Transactions
Eastern Bank Foundation

Education Comes First
Evolved Mechanical
First Citizens Wealth

Gallagher
Institution for Savings

New England Poster Company

Philadelphia Insurance Companies
R.C. Griffin Construction

Reading Cooperative Bank
Salem Five Bank

Solimine Funeral Homes
SV Design

Kevin & Deb Tierney
Total Temperature Control

Unic Pro Inc.
United Way of Massachusetts Bay

BRONZE SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSORS

Thank You to Our Sponsors

SILVER SPONSORS

Dr. Timothy & Nancy 
Johnson 

The Gravel Family 
Charitable Fund 

Bruce & Tricia Herring

Charles & Martha 
Holden

Kathleen Walsh Wakefield
Investments 
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Host Committee

Planning Committee

Joel & Mary Abramson
Leo & Colleen Bertolino

Andrew Demakes
Dave & Cathy Gravel

Dr. Timothy & Nancy Johnson
Nick & Christine Meninno

Magnolia Contreras & David Solimine Jr.
Kevin & Deb Tierney

Susan Wornick

Cathy Gravel
Martha Holden
Nolden Johnson

Jennifer Marshall

Mary Bellavance
Colleen Bertolino
Shanna Cahalane

Lynda Connaughton
Anne Marie Garcia

98.5 The Sports Hub
Joel Abramson
Action Apparel

John Ambrosino
Bacci’s North End Pizzeria

Tracy Bellavance
Bertolino Foods

Big Fin Poké
Big Night

Blue Hill Country Club
Boda Borg

Bostonia Public House
Boyd & Turner, LLC

Brother’s Deli
Busy Bee Jumpers

The Cabot
The Capital Grille

Capone’s Restaurant & Lounge
Capri Revere

Cask ‘n Flagon 
Cataldo Ambulance Service

The Center for Muscular Therapy
The Children’s Piazza

Charles River Boat Company
City Cycle, Inc.

Cravings at Colonial Spa
Dave & Buster’s

Depot Diner
Dick’s Sporting Goods
Fairmont Copley Plaza

Five Iron Golf
Fusion Taste of Stoneham

Anne Marie Garcia
Dina Gentile

Greater Boston Stage Company
Hawthorne Hotel

Steve Hendrickson
In The Game

Institute of Contemporary Art
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum

Jordan’s Furniture
JP Fuji Group

K1 Speed

Kernwood Country Club
Kowloon Komedy

Live with Kelly & Mark
Lynn Memorial Auditorium

Mallory Portraits
The Marina Restaurant & Bar 

at the Wharf
Massage Envy Saugus
Mission Restaurants
Museum of Science

Nail Boutique Stoneham
Neck Run Cafe

New England Aquarium
New England Botanic Garden 

at Tower Hill
Nightshade Noodle Bar

Njord Haven Restaurant & Bar
North Shore Music Theatre

North Shore Tattoo Company
Olio Historic Venue

Patriot Place
PGA Tour Superstore

Plunge Boston
Portland Sea Dogs

Precor Corporate Headquarters
Rang Indian Bistro

Rapid Liquors
The Revolution Hotel
Salem Witch Museum

Santa’s Village
Six Flags Entertainment Company

Sloomoo
SoBol

Soc’s Ice Cream
Southwick’s Zoo

Sparkling Image Car Wash
Swan Boats of Boston
ThaiRiffic by the Sea
Toscana’s Ristorante

Total Wine
Treadwell’s Ice Cream

Yard House
YMCA Board of Directors



Legal counsel to Boston’s
founders, developers,
operators, and executives
for over 50 years. 
Ruberto, Israel & Weiner
combines the depth of a large
firm with the accessibility of a
boutique, bringing practical,
business-minded counsel to
every transaction, dispute, and
decision.

255 State Street | www. riw.com | (617) 742-4200

Member FDIC

Eastern Bank is committed  
to recognizing the good  
in our communities and  

celebrating the work of the
YMCA OF METRO NORTH

We proudly support the 
2026 ANNUAL GALA

Congratulations to 
Stephen Hendrickson

GOOD 
CELEBRATES



ECF wishes the
YMCA of Metro North

another year of growth, learning &
success!!  



POWERED BY 
COMMUNITY.

Proud to support the people 
and organizations that keep
 our community aiming higher.

Unlock your potential

LEARN MORE AT
TruNorthBank.com/GivingTree

Member FDIC

POWERED BY
NEIGHBORS,

 

DRIVEN BY
COMMUNITY.

Home    |    Auto    |    Business    |    Benefits

800-225-1865



NEW ENGLAND 

POSTER COMPANY

Proud Supporter of
The YMCA Metro North

Indoor/Outdoor Signage 
Di Cut Lettering/Logos * Vehicle Graphics

Window/Wall/Floor Graphics  
Magents * ADA Compliance

Business Cards * Booklets * Brochures  
Custom Holiday Cards * Mailing Services 

and so much more.

We offer installation services on everything we sell.

john@thenepco.com / 781.241.2263 / thenepco.com



Built for what’s now. 
Ready for what’s next.

Business Solutions
ERP & CRM | App Development | Intranet 
Business Process Review

Information Technology
Managed Service Provider (MSP) | Cloud 
IT Infrastructure | Digital Transformation 

Creative

Web Design | Video | Photography | Drone
User Experience Design | Digital Marketing   

Information Security
IT Audit | Penetration Testing | Governance, 
Risk, & Compliance (GRC) | White Label 
Partnerships

GraVoc.com • 978-538-9055



Banking for All

Kerry Ranieri
Vice President, Community Development

Call 781-780-3824
Email kranieri@readingcoop.com

readingcoop.com

Come Vist Us!
400 Broadway, Lynn MA 01904

We are honored to be a sponsor of the We are honored to be a sponsor of the 
YMCA of Metro North and to contribute to YMCA of Metro North and to contribute to 

the amazing Annual Gala.the amazing Annual Gala.



Boston area non-profit 
organizations, dedicating 
considerable time to his parish, 
Trinity Church Episcopal in 
Boston, and its affiliate, Sherrill 
House, a nonprofit skilled 
nursing facility, as well as 
being a trustee of North Park 
University and Theological 
Seminary in Chicago.  He has 
been involved with faith based 
organizations, education, 
microenterprise and programs 
in support of LGBTI people, 
working with organizations in 
the United States, as well as 
Croatia, Tanzania, Uganda and 
South Africa.    

children, Bentley and Bea (Dachshund 
siblings) and Miss Marple (an English 
Springer Diva), according to the season, 
in Florida and New England.  Steve is 
a pianist, general aviation pilot, and 
aspires to return to the days of being 
a mediocre golfer.

In 2014, after a twenty eight year courtship, Steve married 
the love of his life, long time partner, David McCord, also the 
son of a Pentecostal minister.  They live with their canine 

Scan to watch the 
YMCA of Metro North 
Community Compass 
Award Winner Video

Steve Hendrickson is the 
retired founder of Christian 
Book Distributors (now 
Christianbook.com) and 
Hendrickson Publishers, a 
small publisher of classic 
reference and academic titles 
for the religious market.  
Christianbook.com was 
the leading mail order and 
internet company serving the 
Christian market when he 
sold the business in 2004, 

carrying over 100,000 products and employing 450 staff.  He 
started the businesses out of his parents’ home in Lynn, at 
the age of nineteen in 1978, while attending Central Bible 
College in Springfield, Missouri. He graduated in 1981 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Sacred Music, and to a full time 
job managing his businesses. The son of two Pentecostal 
ministers, the Rev. George and Lena Hendrickson, they 
moved from Maine to Lynn in 1969 when Rev. Hendrickson 
became the pastor of the First Assembly of God Church.  
Steve is a proud graduate of Lynn English High School.
During his years 
running Christianbook, 
Steve was active in 
the Peabody business 
community, including 
the Peabody Education 
Council and Chamber of 
Commerce, and helped 
with fundraising for the 
construction of the new 
Peabody YMCA building 
completed in 2006.  He has also been active with numerous 

FAMILY HOME



firstcitizens.com

© 2024 First-Citizens Bank & Trust Company. All rights 
reserved. First Citizens Bank is a registered trademark 
of First Citizens BancShares, Inc. MM#13198

PERSONAL  |  BUSINESS  |  COMMERCIAL  |  WEALTH

Local pride.  
Forever First.®

A community isn’t just a place. It’s the people who

call it home – and all they do to make it a better home

for all. First Citizens Bank applauds the positive

impact YMCA of Metro North continues to make for all

those in need of the resources it provides.

First Citizens Bank. Forever First.®

We’re honored to sponsor 2026 Gala at YMCA of Metro

North.





Thoughtful design 
transforms lives.

svdesign.com

Demakes Family YMCA Music & Performing Arts Center



Funeral, Memorial & Cremation Services
Family Owned and Operated

Caring for Our Community in Countless Ways

Main Office
426 Broadway
Lynn, MA 01904

67 Ocean Street
RT-1A

Lynn, MA 01902

781-595-1492
solimine.com: Answers to all your questions ... 

from the comfort of your home

Your Multi-Specialty & Family
Dental Practice

Your Multi-Specialty & Family
Dental Practice

 

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT!
(781)245-2299  

 968 Main St, Wakefield, MA 01880

 

Accepting New Patients

www.futureofdentistry.com

Celebrating CommunityCelebrating Community
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare proudly supports the
YMCA of Metro North and its 2026 Annual Gala.

Congratulations to Stephen Hendrickson, recipient
of the 2026 Community Compass Award, and
thank you to the YMCA of Metro North for
continuing to strengthen our community and
create opportunities for all.

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare
Proud Sponsor of the YMCA 
of Metro North Annual Gala

SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY AND
EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE.

chelseajewish.org
855.ASK.PHLY |PHLY.com

Philadelphia Insurance Companies 

is proud to sponsor the 

YMCA 
METRO NORTH’S 

ANNUAL 
GALA



We believe in supporting our community in a
meaningful way by giving back to those around us.

Find out more at cambridgesavings.com

We’re proud to support
YMCA of Metro North.

Our community ties run deep.

COM-1037 Rev.8/26

LeahRamuglia.com
617-356-7593

Leah Ramuglia
Photography

DDCC  GGRRAAVVEESS  CCOO..,,  IINNCC

wwwwww..ddccggrraavveess..ccoomm

Ÿ Warehouse equipment 
design, sales, service, & 
installation.

Ÿ Woburn, MA warehouse
Ÿ In stock pallet rack, 

pallet jacks, and more!
Ÿ Serving industry since 

1994

MMaatteerriiaall  HHaannddlliinngg  EEqquuiippmmeenntt



We’re proud to partner with the YMCA We’re proud to partner with the YMCA 
of Metro North and support its mission of Metro North and support its mission 

through the annual gala.through the annual gala.





Congratulations!

As dedicated sponsors, we applaud the 
YMCA of Metro North & Stephen for 
inspiring everyone to create a better, 

stronger community!

WORKING 
TOGETHER TO MOVE 

OUR COMMUNITIES
FORWARD

Salem Five is dedicated to helping our 
region thrive by understanding and 

supporting what matters most. 

We are pleased to support the 
YMCA of Metro North.

salemfive.com | 800.850.5000

Member FDIC



therevolutionhotel.com

back bay | boston, ma



The Y is a Place for All to Grow



